
Required Travel Documents 

Instruments/Equipment

*If travelling with a musical instrument subject to endangered species regulations,
apply for a CITES Musical Instrument Certificate (MIC). This is currently free

Musician/s

Work Permit/s
Permit/Visa 

requirements may be 
country-dependent

Travel/Health/PLI/
Instrument Insurance

Business travel cover may be required.
Rules around EHIC card have changed.

Valid Passport
+6 months to

run, or new passport 
(£75.50)

NO

Required Travel Documents 

Additional Travel Documents

Seek HMRC guidance on where to pay Social Security Contributions when moving between 
UK/EU. Although Tax treaties have not changed, please seek professional tax advice.

Social Security & Taxation

YES

UnaccompaniedAccompanied

*CITES MIC
See above (£0)

*Instrument contains
endangered species

NO YES

**Plan your travel via 
UK/EU CITES 

Designated Ports

MerchandiseNO YES

EORI Number

Arrive in Europe

**if applicable, exit UK and enter EU through a UK/EU CITES Designated Port

**If applicable, return to UK CITES Designated Port via EU CITES Designated Port
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ATA Carnet required: 
MU Members 

discounts available

Musicians are encouraged to seek further advice from the appropriate authorities to ensure the relevant documentation is obtained.
Please also visit the MU website at theMU.org for the latest information as travel requirements are subject to change.

If you are travelling with a portable
instrument by public transport or 
in a vehicle, go through the Green

channel or ‘Nothing to Declare’

Driving in the EU

£|€

UK
EU

EU
UK

UK
EU

Hire Vehicle Certificate

https://www.ism.org/visa-guide-europe
https://www.ukeartswork.info/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-performing-and-touring-in-europe-guidance-for-musicians-and-accompanying-staff
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/travelling-to-the-eu-switzerland-norway-iceland-or-liechtenstein-for-work
https://musiciansunion.org.uk/working-performing/working-overseas/travelling-with-a-musical-instrument/musical-instruments-made-of-rare-materials
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-insurance-for-workers-from-the-uk-working-in-the-eea-or-switzerland
https://musiciansunion.org.uk/working-performing/working-overseas/travelling-with-a-musical-instrument/musical-instruments-made-of-rare-materials
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/info_entry_points.htm
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/taking-commercial-goods-out-of-great-britain-in-your-baggage
https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bringing-commercial-goods-into-great-britainin-your-baggage
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/958785/How_to_export_goods_from_GB_into_the_EU.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/info_entry_points.htm
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/info_entry_points.htm
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-residents-visiting-the-eueea-and-switzerland-healthcare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe
https://musiciansunion.org.uk/all-news-and-features/mu-secures-ata-carnet-discounts-for-touring-musicians
https://musiciansunion.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-insurance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=3bb9c4e8-8c49-4791-b7f7-10ad7185dac5&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/driving-in-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/taking-vehicles-out-of-uk/for-less-than-12-months#taking-hired-or-leased-vehicles-abroad-temporarily
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